
Life of Christ Book One Elementary Review 
This is a general review guide for the Matthew Lessons 3-12. While there are some suggestions for activities 

and review teaching, teachers are encouraged to take time to review the lessons themselves and pick activities 

from them that they find particularly helpful for the kids, remember the kids enjoying, or were not able to do 

the first time through. This also a great time to emphasize missions.   

Lesson Goal 
Children will review the stories and main points from the Life of Christ in Matthew up to Jesus Rebuking the 

Pharisees in Matthew chapter 12. They will see Jesus as God’s sinless Son, the Promised Messiah, the Divine 

Healer and teacher, and compassionate Savior. 

Lesson Objectives 
Students will be able to 

 See that Jesus came as the Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s promises and OT prophecies 

 Recognize Jesus’ place as both sinless man and incarnate God 

 See Jesus’ power, compassion, and power over sin and death revealed in his miracles 

 Recognize Jesus’ adherence to and teaching of God’s Word and His Will in Jesus’ teaching 

Life of Christ Book One Lessons to Review 

 Matt 1 Matthew 1 Jesus Christ Is Born 

 Matt 2 Matthew 2 Jesus Is Worshipped 

***TWO ABOVE LESSONS WERE COVERED IN THREE LESSONS IN CHRISTMAS UNIT*** 

12/27/2015 Matt 3  Matthew 3:1–12  John Prepares the Way for the Lord 

1/3/2016 Matt 4  Matthew 3:13–17  John Baptizes Jesus 

1/10/2016 Matt 5  Matthew 4:1–11  Satan Tempts Jesus 

1/17/2016 Matt 6  Matthew 4:12–25  Jesus Calls the Disciples 

1/24/2016 Matt 7  Matthew 8:5–13  Jesus Commends the Centurion’s Faith 

1/31/2016 Matt 8  Matthew 8:18; 23–34 Jesus Calms the Storm and Casts Out Demons 

2/7/2016 Matt 9  Matthew 9:1–8  Jesus Forgives Sin 

2/14/2016 Matt 10  Matthew 9:18–26  Jesus Has the Power over Disease and Death  

2/21/2016 Matt 11  Matthew 11:20–30  Jesus Promises Rest 

2/28/2016 Matt 12  Matthew 12:22–50  Jesus Rebukes the Pharisees 

    

Application 
 Students can remember that Christ has been through life and temptation just as they have 

 Students can recognize Jesus love and compassion for all men, even sinners like us 

 Students can recognize Jesus’ divine right to forgive sin and his ultimate authority 

 Students can turn to Christ in faith for salvation 



Prepare With The Truth 

Matthew begins with a genealogy tracing the ancestry of Joseph (i.e., Jesus’ legal ancestry) from 
Abraham through three groups of fourteen generations (actually thirteen in the third group; 1:1–17). 
The description of the circumstances of the beginning of Jesus’ life (1:18–2:23) is focused on Jesus’ 
conception by a virgin, the homage paid to him by Gentile visitors from far away, and the threat sensed 
by Herod the Great because of him. A scriptural testimony (introduced by the formula “in order to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet[s]”) is attached to each of these themes (1:23; 2:5–6, 17–18; cf. 2:15, 
23). Throughout the narrative, God’s protection of his new work is expressed in angelic visitations and 
warning dreams (1:20–23; 2:12–13, 19–20, 22). 

As in the other Synoptic Gospels, the ministry of Jesus is preceded by that of John the baptizer (3:3; 
cf. 11:10), Jesus’ baptism by (John 3:14–15 does not mean that Jesus is subordinate to John), and Jesus’ 
temptation in the wilderness (Matt. 3:1–4:11). The mention of Jesus’ return to Galilee and the initiation 
of his preaching there (4:12, 17) are also shared with the other Synoptics, here reinforced by a formula 
quotation (vv. 13–16). 

The Ministry of Jesus In the presentation of Jesus’ ministry of gathering disciples, teaching, and 
healing (4:17–25:46), most of the sayings material is organized into five discourses (chs. 5–7, 10, 13, 18, 
24–25), each with a distinct theme or orientation and each ending with “when Jesus had finished these 
sayings …” or a similar clause (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). But a more significant structural feature in 
terms of the overall outline of Matthew is the turning point at 16:13. 

The “kingdom of heaven” is introduced as the focus of Jesus’ preaching (4:17; cf. 3:2), followed by 
an account of Jesus’ calling individuals to follow him (4:18–22). The Sermon on the Mount (chs. 5–7) 
comprises a variety of material focused on the spiritual and ethical nature of the people who are in the 
kingdom. The people of the kingdom are those who are meek, poor in spirit, and persecuted (5:3–12, 
the Beatitudes), but whose righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees (v. 20), going 
beyond the letter of the law to the full intention of the law (vv. 21–48). The people of the kingdom are 
spiritually sincere and simple (6:1–18), oriented toward the kingdom rather than toward insuring their 
own material security (vv. 19–34), and more mindful of their own judgment before God than of judging 
other people (7:1–5, 13–14, 24–27). 

Jesus’ active ministry to the crowds, depicted in chs. 8–9 (which include ten accounts of miracles) 
and summarized at 9:35–36, leads to the mission of the Twelve (9:37–10:5a). As the disciples set out 
they are given instructions concerning the method of their mission and what they can expect of it 
(10:5–42). Their presence as preachers of the kingdom is itself a sign wherever they go of the kingdom’s 
presence; the response given them will be determinative in the final judgment (vv. 7, 11–15, 40–42). 
They can expect persecution (vv. 16–18, 24–25, 34–39), but also God’s providence in the midst of that 
persecution (vv. 19–22, 26–33). 

Most of chs. 11–12 represent stories concerned with acceptance of Jesus and opposition to him. 
This focus is summarized at 11:25–30 and becomes the context of the discourse in parables of ch. 13. In 
addition to material drawn from Mark 4 (Matt. 13:1–13, 18–23, 31–32, 34), the discourse includes 
additional parables found only in Matthew’s gospel (vv. 24–30, 36–52). Two formula quotations 
underscore Jesus’ parables and the people’s response as fulfillment of the Old Testament (vv. 14–15, 
35).1 

                                                           
1 Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary, 701-02 (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987). 



Point to the Truth 
 

Bible Review TWISTER*new 

Kids love to play Twister! Here is a twist on how to use it for our review lesson.  You will need a Twister plastic 

game mat and spinner. 4-6 players can play on one game mat.  (Additional mats can be taped together for larger 

groups.)  You will need to create red, blue, yellow and green question cards from the review questions.   

Here’s How to Play: A player will spin the game spinner and draw a game card matching the color on which the 

spinner lands.  If the player is able to answer correctly, they can complete the action on the spinner (ex. Left foot 

green).  While player one holds the position determined by their spin, player two spins and draws a card 

matching the color on which the spinner lands.  Again (as with player one), if they are able to answer correctly, 

they will complete the action on the spinner (ex. Right hand red).  Continue playing, allowing all players an 

opportunity to spin, answer, and complete the tasks.  Kids who “fall” are out of the game.  The winner is the one 

who is still twisted and remains up-right after all other kids have fallen.   

Variation:  Play in teams to allow more movement during the game.  This will also help kids who are at different 

skill levels to work together to answer the review questions. 

Bible Review Alphabet Game*new 

Pick a letter form the alphabet.  Give the students an allotted amount of time (1-3 minutes) to write down as 

many Bible names, things or places that start with that letter as they can.  Award points based on correct answers 

or awards points like in a game of scattergories.  Bonus points could be awarded for answers that are connected 

to the Matthew lessons being reviewed.  This game could be played individually, or students could divide up into 

teams. 

Example:  The letter is D and a student creates this list of words:  

David, Disciples, Demons, Daniel, Damascus, Diseases.   

Award extra points for David, Disciples, Demons, and Diseases because they can be linked to the lessons in 

Matthew 1-12.   

Pray for the World *new 
Read Matthew 9:35-38. Students have learned that Jesus traveled around teaching, performing miracles, and 

sharing the Gospel message. Use this text, not covered in our lessons, to explain that Jesus is describing the 

people who are ready to hear about Jesus as a field ready to be harvested.  Use this review week to teach your 

students how to pray for the world.   

Prayer suggestions:   

-Select some of our SMRBC missionaries to pray for this week.  
-Select a country to pray for by name. Use a map or a blow-up globe and let kids select the country.  Pray for 
Christians in that country, pray for non-Christians in the country, and pray for missionaries serving in that 
country. Pray for Christians to be sent to that country. Repeat with another country as time allows.   
-Find pictures of missionaries or unreached people groups at www.imb.org  or www.peoplegroups.org.  Try to 

find pictures that will help kids understand the need to pray for missionaries and their work.  

 

http://www.imb.org/
http://www.peoplegroups.org/


Fishers Of Men Review Game 
Cut out paper men/women figures out of colored construction paper. On each figure write a review question 

from this unit (see the questions below for examples). Place a large metal paper clip on each figure. 

Fashion a fishing pole with a magnet on the end. It can be as simple as a piece of string or ribbon with a 

refrigerator magnet taped to the end, or as complex as using a toy rod and reel or a dowel rod. Let the children 

take turns “fishing for men” and then ask them the question chosen. If desired – double this activity by putting 

multiple questions on the figures so the activity can last longer. 

Variation: Divide the class into teams. Take turns letting teams “fish” for a man. When a team answers a 

question correctly – they keep the figure and go again – if they get it wrong, the figure is mixed back up into the 

pile for another team’s try. Team with the most figures at the end wins. 

Footprints of Jesus *from lessons 
Cut out construction paper “footprints” and place into a path on the floor from place to place. Lead the kids along 

the path, stopping at different places corresponding to the places Jesus travelled in his ministry in the lessons so 

far. Ask review questions from that lesson. 

What would you do? 
Just as a fun exercise to get kids talking and having fun, have the kids imagine what they would do if they were in 

the Bible character’s situations. What if, like the four disciples called by Jesus as they were fishing, your students 

were called by Jesus while they were at school to drop everything and follow Him?  

What if they had a sick friend, but while they knew Jesus was inside a nearby house, it was way too crowded to 

get inside? How would they get their friend inside somebody’s modern house to see Jesus… 

Continue with other examples… 

Review Jeopardy 
The game is a PowerPoint presentation. Click through the opening slides till you get to the main game board. 

Click on the number to go to the value screen, then on the slide to go to the question, then on the slide again to 

return to the game board. Practice at home to see how it works (warning, occasionally the game has a glitch and 

doesn’t darken the last category/value you visited. Just continue on and it will fix itself. 

I will provide a Question and Answer sheet. You don’t have to bring or load the game on Sunday, it will be 

preloaded on the laptop/TV. 

Guess the Bible Character 
Make up “character cards” for major and minor people from the lessons being reviewed. For each character, give 

their name and key passages they are referred to in. Give each student a card (they’re to keep it a secret!), and 

have them look up the passages if they need to review who their character is. For the first round, each student 

(without saying the name) gives hints about their character until the other students can guess their identity.  

For each following round, take up all the cards and pass them back out randomly. For the second round, they 

have to act out their character’s story without saying anything until the other students guess correctly. For the 

third round, they can draw their character or other hints on the board, or on paper, till the other students guess 

correctly. (feel free to add rounds where they have to sculpt hints with play-dough or write brief song about their 

character/story!) 



Group Timeline 
Separate the class into teams, assigning each a story/passage or two from the lessons being reviewed (see the 
first page of this lesson for an overview). Assign the teams to draw a picture representing their passage(s). Tape 
the pictures to the board in order, or string them together, and use as a review guide. 
 
Variation: Have the class create the images as above, but on cardstock. As they are completed, turn the cards 
over face down on a table and mix them up. Split the class into two teams and have them compete to flip the 
cards and put them in order the fastest. Time each team and go multiple rounds to reinforce the stories and 
order. 

Speed Skits 
Separate the class into teams, assigning each team a lesson from the lessons being reviewed. Explain to them 
that they will have 30 seconds to act out their lesson in front of the class. Give them 3-4 minutes to prepare their 
skit. For added fun, leave a couple of the lessons for the teacher to act out (or any lessons that aren't assigned to 
kids). 

Review Bingo 
Create Bingo cards with pictures of some of the main people, objects, or places in the lessons... Create questions, 
quotes, or other clues from the lessons that apply to one of the characters. Students color that character on their 
card when the clue points to them, trying to get five in a row. [you can repeat characters on the cards, but 
students must choose one per clue, and cannot change their choice to complete 5 with another clue...] 

Guess the Lesson 
Bring in some objects from each lesson that can trigger memory. As you hold up each object, invite students to 
tell you what lesson the object reminds them of and share details of the lesson. Feel free to follow up with 
specific review questions. Variation: Let the students approach the objects, pick one, and tell what story the 
object reminds them of and share as much of the story as they can remember. 

Point of View 
Form teams of kids, and give them particular lessons. Encourage them to think of how to tell the story from the 
point of view of a different character than usual. (NOTE: Be sure to follow-up the retellings with a reminder that 
while using our imaginations to fill in stories is fun, God's Word is our ultimate authority on what happened and 
on what He wants us to learn from these lessons.) 

Review Questions 
These review questions are taken in order from the lessons. Pick some of these questions to review and reinforce 

key truths. Feel free to break up these questions among related activities, or to select just a few.  

 

 Where does Jesus’ family tree begin in Matthew? 

 Matthew begins Jesus’ family tree with Abraham. 

 What are the names of Jesus in Matthew 1? 

 Jesus is called: “The Lord is Salvation”; Immanuel: “God with us”; Christ:“Anointed One”; Son of David; 
and Son of Abraham. 

 Who was Jesus’ mother and who was she pledged to be married to? 

 Mary was Jesus’ mother and she was pledged to be married to Joseph. 

 What did the Angel of the Lord tell Joseph to name the baby? 

 Jesus 

 Was Joseph obedient to the Angel of the Lord’s instructions? 

 Yes. Joseph took Mary as his wife. Mary gave birth to a son, who they named Jesus. 

 What place were both King Herod and the wise men looking for? 



 Where Jesus was born. 

 How did the priests and the teachers of the law respond to the arrival of Jesus? 

 The chief priests and scribes ignore the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 

 What led the wise men to the King of the Jews? 

 God appointed a star to direct the wise men to the place where Jesus was living. 

 How did the wise men respond to the birth of Jesus? 

 They were overjoyed (5:10), and sought to worship Him with the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
(5:11). 

 How did God protect His Son Jesus after the wise men left from worshipping Him? 

 God gave Joseph a dream, warning him to flee Israel and escape to Egypt with his family. 

 How did King Herod respond to Jesus? 

 Herod despised Jesus and tried to kill Him. 

 After Herod died, how did God again protect Jesus and His family? 

 God spoke to Joseph in another dream and told him that it was safe to return to Israel. 

 How did the wise men and Herod respond to Jesus in Matthew 2? 

 The wise men responded correctly by worshipping Jesus, and King Herod responded incorrectly by 
wanting to kill Him. 

 Who did Isaiah say would come and what would he do? 

 Isaiah said that a man would call out in the desert, “Prepare the way for the Lord’ (Isa. 40:3).” John was 
the man who Isaiah was talking about. 

 How was John dressed and what did he eat? 

 John’s clothes were made out of camel’s hair and leather. He ate locusts and honey. 

 What were people saying when they were baptized? 

 Baptism with water is an outward sign of their obedience to God. 

 What were the Pharisees and Sadducees trusting in to go to heaven? 

 They were trusting that they would be allowed into heaven because of their father’s faith. 

 Why wouldn’t John baptize the Pharisees and Sadducees? 

 They did not fear God, or think that their sins were worthy of being judged. 

 Who was the One that John said would come after him and would be greater than him? 

 Jesus 

 What is this baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire? 

 Jesus’ baptism with the Holy Spirit was His giving eternal life (salvation) to those whom were repentant. 
To those who were unrepentant, he was going to baptize with fire with punishment in Hell. 

 How long had it been since a prophet had been in Israel? 

 400 years had passed since God had sent a prophet to Israel. 

 What was John doing in the wilderness? 

 John was baptizing people in the Jordan. 

 Who came to John to be baptized? 

 Jesus 

 Did John think he should baptize Jesus? 

 No. 

 What special thing happened after John baptized Jesus? 

 When Jesus came up from the water the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove. God 
the Father’s voice called from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 

 Who led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted? 

 The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted. 

 Who came to tempt Jesus? 

 The devil, or the tempter, came and tempted Jesus. 

 What had Jesus done for 40 days before He tempted? 



 Jesus had just been fasting for 40 days and 40 nights, and was very hungry (4:2). 

 What was Jesus’ first temptation? 

 Satan tempted Jesus to disobey the Father by satisfying His hunger (4:3). 

 How did Jesus resist the temptation? 

 Jesus answered Satan’s temptation with Scripture. Jesus’ only need was to obey God’s command—not to 
eat! 

 What was Jesus’ second temptation? 

 Satan tempted Jesus to see if God would protect His Son. 

 How did Jesus resist this temptation? 

 Jesus again used Scripture to resist Satan’s temptation. Jesus’ trust in God did not require Him to test the 
Father. 

 What was Jesus’ third temptation? 

 Satan tempted Jesus by offering Him all the kingdoms of the world. 

 How did Jesus respond to this temptation? 

 Jesus commanded Satan to leave (4:10). Then Jesus responded by saying that only God is to be 
worshipped. 

 What was important about Jesus moving from Galilee to Capernaum? 

 Matthew states that the move fulfilled a prophecy found in Isaiah 9:1–2. 

 What message did Jesus preach? 

 Jesus preached the same message that John gave to the people saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near” (4:17). 

 What four men did Jesus call to be His disciples? 

 The four men were two sets of brothers: Andrew/Simon, and James/John. 

 What did the four men do when Jesus called them? 

 All four men immediately dropped their fishing nets, left their families, and followed Him. 

 Who is this man that came to Jesus? 

 He was a centurion soldier, a high official of the Roman army. He was also a Gentile and not a Jew. 

 Why did the centurion visit with Jesus? 

 The Bible says that the centurion came to Jesus asking for help. His servant was at home sick in bed, 
paralyzed and suffering great pain (8:5–6). 

 What did the centurion ask of Jesus? 

 He asked that Jesus would just say the word and his servant would be healed (8:8). 

 How did Jesus respond to the centurion’s faith? 

 The Bible says that Jesus was astonished at the man’s faith. He had not found so much faith in all of 
Israel. 

 What was the result of the centurion’s visit? 

 Jesus healed the centurion’s servant because he had come in great faith. 

 Why did the disciples become afraid when sailing across the lake? 

 The Bible says that a great storm caused the waves to sweep over the boat. 

 What did the disciples find Jesus doing during the storm? 

 The disciples found Jesus sleeping on the boat. 

 Why did the disciples awaken Jesus? 

 The disciples awoke Jesus because they knew He had the power to save them. Because they were afraid 
of dying in the great storm they asked Jesus for help. 

 What did Jesus do next? 

 He commanded the storm to be calm. 

 Who did Jesus see on the other side of the lake? 

 Jesus met two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs. 

 What did the demons ask Jesus? 

 The demons begged Jesus to cast them into a herd of pigs and they went off a cliff into the water. 



 What did the friends of the paralyzed man do? 

 They took him to Jesus because they had faith that Jesus could heal him. 

 What did Jesus say to the paralyzed man? 

 He said, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you” (Matt. 9:2). 

 Who was Jesus claiming to be when He forgave the man’s sins? 

 He was claiming to be God. 

 What did Jesus do to show that He had power to forgive sins? 

 He healed the paralyzed man and told him to stand up and walk. 

 How did the crowd respond to Jesus’ miracle? 

 They were amazed and praised God because of what they had seen. 

 What happens as Jesus was at a feast talking with some men? 

 While Jesus was at the feast a synagogue ruler named Jairus (Mark 5:22) asked Jesus help his daughter. 
Jairus asks Jesus if He would come and lay His hands on her so that she might live again. So Jesus went 
with him. 

 What happened as Jesus was on His way to Jairus’ house? 

 A sick woman found Jesus and thought “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well” (Matt. 
9:21). Then she touched Jesus’ clothes. 

 What happened after the woman touched the edge of Jesus’ robe? 

 The woman was healed. Jesus knew who had touched Him. He had compassion on her. 

 What had happened to Jairus’ daughter? 

 She died. 

 What did Jesus do for the girl? 

 Jesus went into the room and took the girl by the hand and told her to arise. Her spirit came back and she 
was alive. 

 Was Jesus upset at the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum? 

 Yes. 

 Why was Jesus upset at the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum? 

 Because they saw His miracles and did not believe that He is God. 

 Should the people have believed that Jesus is God because of His miracles? 

 Yes. 

 Where did Jesus say that the people of Capernaum would be sent because they did not repent? 

 Hell. 

 What does Jesus invite people to do? 

 Jesus said those “who labor and are heavy laden” should go to Jesus and He will give them rest. 

 What three things were wrong with the man that Jesus healed? 

 The man was blind, mute, and demon-possessed. 

 By whose power did the Pharisees say that Jesus got His power? 

 Satan. 

 What does Jesus say to the Pharisees about a kingdom? 

 A kingdom divided cannot stand. 

 Complete this statement that Jesus made to the Pharisees. “He who is not with me…” 

 “…is against me.” 

 What sin did Jesus say would not be forgiven? 

 Jesus said not to reject the truth that the Holy Spirit shows you. This is called blasphemy of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 What did Jesus say will come out of a good heart? 

 A good heart will produce good words and actions. 

 How about a bad heart? 

 A bad heart will produce bad words and actions. 



 What is a parable? 

 A short story with a spiritual message. 

 Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

 God’s timing wasn’t right yet for everyone to hear and understand the message that Jesus was teaching. 

 What does it mean to have “ears to hear”? 

 The people with “ears to hear” are those who God allows to understand His message. 
 


